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Village Board Meetings
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.
(unless otherwise noted)
October 3, October 17
November 7, November 21
Advisory Board &
Commission Meetings
October 2019
08 Landscape Advisory, 7:00
10 Preservation Comm., 7:00
14 Riverside TV Comm., 7:00
17 Code Enforcement, 5:15
17 Police Adjudication, 6:00
21 Historical Commission, 7:00
23 Planning and Zoning 7:00
November 2019
11 Riverside TV Comm., 7:00
12 Bd. of Fire & Police, 7:00
14 Police Pension Bd., 8:00 a.m.
14 Economic Development, 7:00
18 Historical Commission, 7:00
18 Parks & Recreation, 7:00
21 Code Enforcement, 5:15
21 Police Adjudication, 6:00
25 Planning and Zoning, 7:00

Where You Leave Your Leaves Matters
Riverside is known as “The Village in the Forest” because of the many stately
trees that grace both public lands and private property. During Autumn, when those
trees drop their leaves, they can sometimes find their way
into the village’s combined sewer system. Please DO NOT
rake or blow fallen leaves into the street where they may clog
catch basins. It is illegal to do so in Riverside. This regulation
applies both to homeowners and lawn services. The village
operates its sewer system under a Combined Sewer Overflow
(CSO) permit issued by the Illinois EPA. Among the conditions of the CSO permit is a
requirement that the village aggressively prevent floatables such as leaves and
branches from entering the storm sewer system which would then enter the Des
Plaines River. Clogged catch basins lead to street flooding when it rains. Additionally,
because most of Riverside has combined sewers, leaves in the sewer system can contribute to basement backups during major storm events.
There is no limit to the amount of yard waste residents can place at the curb
for collection each week, but leaves must be contained in paper bags or approved
yard waste containers with YARD WASTE ONLY stickers. Yard Waste stickers are available at the village office free of charge. The final yard waste collection of the year is
scheduled for Friday, November 29, the day after Thanksgiving. An additional yard
waste collection may be added only if facilities accepting yard waste remain open
after November 30.
Leaves can be mulched into lawns and raked into planting beds and gardens to
decompose during the Winter months. This process returns vital nutrients to the lawn
and planting beds and helps protect perennials from the cold.
Residents are also reminded that no yard waste, recycling or refuse should be
placed at the curb prior to 4:00 p.m. on the day before refuse is collected. Residents
are entitled to place three bulk items out for collection each week, but bulk items are
collected by a separate truck. Please call Flood Brothers at 630-261-0400 to schedule
a bulk item pickup.

Pumpkin Composting
The Village, Riverside Foods and Flood Brothers are teaming up once again to
collect Halloween pumpkins for composting. Flood Brothers
will place a dumpster in the Riverside Foods parking lot on
Friday, November 1. Halloween pumpkins can be dropped off
until noon on Friday, November 8. All non-compostable decorative items such as felt, glitter and plastic should be removed from pumpkins before they are put in the dumpster.

New Village Software
The Finance and Community Development Departments are implementing a
new software program that will enable residents to set up automatic payments for
utility bills using a credit card. Previously, automatic payments could only be made
using a bank account. This software will also allow residents to submit and pay for
permits online. The village will continue to absorb the fees charged by credit card
companies for payments made online and in person at the Village office.

1000 Tree Planting Project 2019

The 13th Annual 1000 Tree Planting Project will be held on Saturday, November 23. Volunteers will meet at the Scout Cabin at 10:00 a.m. Following a brief seminar, planting tools and seeds will be distributed and groups will head out to plant
seeds along the Des Plaines River. Volunteers are welcome to return to the cabin for
chili and chicken noodle soup after planting their seeds. Dress for the weather! For
Please call 708-447-2700 ext. 254
the past four years, the first snowfall of the season has fallen during this event.
to confirm the meeting
you wish to attend. For more
information, please visit
www.riverside.il.us.

Sign Up for Email Notifications Today!
Please visit the new village website at www.riverside.il.us and click on Connect to
sign up for the Riverside Alert System, create an account in Riverside Responds or
sign up for Email Notifications for upcoming meetings and community events.

Bicycle Safety Tips for Fall
Although the daylight hours are waning, there are still plenty of opportunities to enjoy the outdoors.
Riverside is a wonderful community for walking, running, or bike riding, but please use caution in the early
morning or evening hours when it is now dark outside. Drivers should also be aware of the recently installed
“sharrows” on Forest Avenue. The sharrows are meant to remind motorists to share the road with bicyclists.
With safety in mind, the Riverside Police Department offers the following safety tips:
Bicycle Safety
 Always ride with traffic and follow all of the Rules of the Road.
 Ride in a straight line and use hand signals when turning and stopping.
 Obey traffic signs, signals, and lane markings and yield to traffic when appropriate, including
pedestrians. Try to avoid riding on the sidewalk. You are more visible to motorists while on the
road.
 Be predictable and visible.
 Try not to be hesitant or do things that motorists might not be expecting.
 Make sure everyone can see you by wearing bright reflective clothing.
 If riding at night, use headlights, taillights and reflectors.
 Do not wear headphones or talk on a cell phone while bicycling!
Pedestrian Safety
 Stay alert and avoid distractions.
 Put your phone away and pay attention to motorists and other pedestrians.
 Never assume that a driver will give you the right away.
 Try to make eye contact with turning motorists to better ensure that they have seen you.
 Use crosswalks when crossing the street and try to stay in well-lit areas.
 Avoid walking on busy streets or highways and avoid alcohol consumption while walking.
 Be visible and wear bright or reflective clothing when possible.

Recycling and Refuse Reminders
A new study at the national level, produced for the plastic industry, showed that greenhouse gases —
blamed for climate change — could be cut by about half "if a food and drink packaging manufacturer eliminated virgin plastic" in favor of recycled plastic pellets in making new containers, according to the Association of Plastic Recyclers, a U.S. trade group.
As recycling has become easier and more popular, a new problem has developed: Hopeful Recycling. With increasing regularity, people with good intentions are tossing items into their recycling carts that
they hope will get recycled. Unfortunately, mixing non-recyclable items with recyclables contaminates the
entire load, which then ends up in a landfill. Currently, contamination rates for single-stream recycling
plants are estimated at 20 — 30% according to industry experts. Residents are reminded that the following
items ARE NOT RECYCLABLE:






Plastic bags
Coat hangers
Paper towels and tissues
Old cassette and VHS tapes
Flimsy No. 1 food containers (other than water
bottles)







Wire and electric cords
Garden hoses and other hoses
Batteries
Pizza boxes (unless free of food
and grease)
Junk metal such as auto parts,
pots and pans, shelving




Large plastic junk such as toys
and garden tools
Styrofoam packaging, foam
"peanuts"

Please note that some of the above items can be reclaimed via
alternate means. For example, Riverside Foods and other local merchants accept plastic bags for recycling. Alkaline batteries and compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) are collected for recycling at the
Public Works facility, 3860 Columbus Boulevard. Unneeded prescription medications can be disposed of responsibly at the MWRD’s
Stickney Water Reclamation Plant at 6001 W. Pershing Road in Stickney. Hardened latex paint is non-toxic and may be disposed of with household refuse. Place kitty litter in
open paint cans to accelerate the drying process. Unwanted textiles and clothing can be recycled at the Public Works Facility in the USAgain donation box. Electronic devices such as computers, printers, monitors,
TVs, VCRs and DVD players can be recycled in the electronics recycling dumpster at the Public Works facility.
For additional guidance on how to responsibly dispose of or recycle unwanted items, please visit the
earth911.com or Habitat for Humanity websites.
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

