Riverside Review
August / September
Back to School Safety Tips

Village of Riverside
27 Riverside Road
Riverside, IL 60546
708-447-2700
www.riverside.il.us
Community Dev.
Fire Admin.
Parks & Rec.
Police Admin.
Public Works
Museum
Library
WC3
Pay-by-Phone

708-447-1241
708-447-2123
708-442-7025
708-447-2127
708-442-3590
708-447-2542
708-442-6366
708-853-1384
855-895-2537

EMERGENCY

911

Flood Brothers
ComEd
Nicor

630-261-0400
800-334-7661
888-642-6748

Village President
Benjamin Sells
Board of Trustees
Cristin Evans
Alexander Gallegos
Edward Hannon
Wendell Jisa
Elizabeth Peters
Douglas Pollock
Village Manager
Jessica Frances
Village Clerk
Cathy Haley

Local schools will be back in session in August. District 96 and St. Mary’s have
their first day of classes on August 21, while Riverside Brookfield
High School begins on August 14. When driving through the village, please be aware and cautious of children walking or biking
to and from school. Make an extra effort to stop for all stop signs
and especially for pedestrians. Please also pay attention to the
designated school zone speed limits. If you have a child that
walks or rides his or her bike to school be sure to talk to
them about safety and remind them to be aware of the
vehicles around them. As a pedestrian, never assume that a driver sees
you.
Motorists should always be cognizant of the pedestrian stop signs
placed throughout the village. These long rectangular signs are placed in
the middle of the street in areas where pedestrians frequently cross. These
are not regular stop signs in that you are not required to stop for them when no pedestrians are present. However, when there are pedestrians trying to cross the street,
you must stop your vehicle and allow them to cross. This is the law.

Village Construction Updates
The 2019 construction season came early to Riverside and the past several
months have tried the patience of residents and visitors alike; however, there is good
news to report. The majority of the 2019 construction projects are nearing completion or already finished! The resulting improvements have created a safer environment near the BNSF Railroad tracks, a respectful tribute to the community’s fallen
heroes, roads without pot holes and cracks and other less visible infrastructure improvements that will benefit residents for years to come. The Village Board and Staff
thank everyone for their patience during construction. We hope you are pleased with
the results. The following is a summary of the 2019 construction projects and their
current status. We invite you to visit all of these locations to see them for yourselves.


Commuter Parking Lot #1
Reconstruction of Commuter Parking Lot #1 was completed in May with substantial
funding provided by a grant from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD). The parking lot’s asphalt
surface was severely deteriorated and well beyond the 15 year planAdvisory Board &
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Guthrie Park Veterans Memorial
Rehabilitation of the Veterans Memorial in Guthrie Park was undertaken in May with substantial funding provided by American Legion
Post #0488. A concrete foundation was placed beneath each stone
monument and the monuments were reinstalled in their original positions. The flagpole was repainted and new floodlights were installed.
A new concrete foundation was also installed beneath the 28,700
pound Edward Driver memorial at the east end of Guthrie Park.


Street Resurfacing
Using federal Surface Transportation Program (STP) and Motor Fuel Tax (MFT) funds,
the Village resurfaced Barrypoint Road, Forest Avenue and Herrick Road from Longcommon Road to North Cowley Road.

Sign Up for Email Notifications Today!
Please visit the new village website at www.riverside.il.us and click on Connect to
sign up for the Riverside Alert System, create an account in Riverside Responds or
sign up for Email Notifications for upcoming meetings and community events.

Construction Updates Continued!
There’s been a lot going on...


Coonley Water Main Replacement
An eight inch water main that crosses under the Des Plaines River and First Avenue was replaced with a
twelve inch water main. The original main was installed during the 1930’s to provide a redundant water supply to the part of the Village west of First Avenue. The new Coonley water main also “loops” the water distribution to help avoid stagnation and help maintain system pressure and volume.


Railroad Watershed Stormwater Project
The Village and MWRD have entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement whereby MWRD will pay the
construction cost to divert stormwater from the part of Riverside west of First Avenue directly into the Des
Plaines River. Currently, storm and sanitary sewers are separated beneath the streets in this area but are
combined near the railroad trestle and conveyed into the Village’s sewer system north of Swan Pond. Once
the stormwater is diverted into the river through this project, only sanitary sewage will enter the Village sewer system from the area west of First Avenue, lessening the potential for surcharging of the sewer system.
This project was identified as a priority project the Village’s Comprehensive Sewer Study in 2014.


Metra Pedestrian Access Improvement Project
The Metra Pedestrian Access Improvement Project at the train station is nearing completion. The intersection has been modified to create a safer turn lane which moves cars off the railroad
tracks. The pedestrian crosswalk has also been modified to provide additional safety. A
paver brick sidewalk has been created in front of the Metra Station using bricks that
match the sidewalk on E. Burlington Street. A large limestone planter was built and a
new “kiss and ride” zone was created at the Train Station. Ten (10) new bicycle racks
are also a part of this project and new landscaping will be installed soon, as weather
permits. A new paver brick sidewalk and tree grates are also being installed on the east
side of Riverside Road in front of the Arcade Building. The Village is excited to be making these safety and streetscape improvements in the Central Business District to create
a more beautiful and pedestrian friendly environment for residents, visitors and the businesses community.

The Cannabis Conversation
On June 25, 2019, the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act was signed into law. Effective January 1,
2020, the sale of recreational cannabis will be permitted in Illinois. During the next few months, communities
throughout Illinois will need to decide whether they will “opt out” or permit the sale of recreational cannabis
in their community. By opting out, communities are prohibiting recreational cannabis businesses and therefore not allowing the sale of recreational cannabis within their borders. Communities that decide to permit the sale of recreational cannabis will
need to implement various changes to their zoning and municipal codes prior to
January 1, 2020.
At their Regular Meeting on July 18, 2019, the Village Board held their initial discussion on this matter. The consensus of the Board was to refer the matter
to the Planning & Zoning and Economic Development Commissions for review and recommendations and to
solicit input from the community at large. A memo prepared by the Village Attorney with responses to Frequently Asked Questions was included in the meeting materials and is also available on the village website. THE VILLAGE BOARD NEEDS YOUR INPUT ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE. Please take time to read the
questions and answers and express your opinion to the Village Board. There will also be opportunities for
public comment at future Board and Commission meetings. Please attend those meetings if you are able.

New Office Hours
As the use of convenient online and phone payment methods has increased, the
number of customers coming into the Village office to transact business has decreased. As
a reflection of this reality, the Village Board recently decided to implement new office
hours. Effective, Monday, August 5, the Village office will be open from 8:00 a.m.—4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Riverside Alert System
Get alerts about emergencies and other important community news by signing up for Riverside Alert
System. This system enables the village to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as unexpected road closures, missing persons, evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods, as well
as community events and other news. You will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you specify, such
as your home, mobile or business phones, email address, text messages and more. You pick where. You pick
how. Visit the Village website to create your Riverside Alert System account today.
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

