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Village Board Considers New Zoning Regulations on
Attached Garages and Driveways
The Village of Riverside Planning and Zoning Commission, Preservation Commission and Village Board have been discussing possible revisions to the village’s zoning regulations on attached garages and their associated driveways for the past several months. The village is looking for ways to ensure that
Riverside’s National Historic Landmark designation is not
threatened as new construction and redevelopment in residential areas continues. A majority of the new single family
homes being built in the village include attached garages
that face the street. The concern with this development
trend is that as more homes with front facing attached garages and wide front yard driveways are built in an area,
they may change the character of the neighborhood, and this could ultimately have a
negative impact on our National Historic Landmark designation by decreasing the
large front yard open space and parkways and diminishing the landscape.
The Village Board will discuss these proposed changes at their meeting on December 6 and public comment is welcome. The proposed text amendment language
will be posted on the village website under Community News for residents to view.
Any additional details on garage size, driveway size and driveway apron size that will
be provided to the Board for discussion will also be posted on that page for residents
to view.
If you have any questions or concerns about how the proposed changes may
affect your property, please contact Community Development Director Sonya Abt at
708-447-1241 or Email: sabt@riverside.il.us. Concerns may also be directed to Trustee Scott Lumsden at slumsden@riverside.il.us.

Proper Disposal of Yard Waste and other Refuse

Please DO NOT rake or blow fallen leaves into the street where they may clog
catch basins. It is illegal to do so in Riverside. This regulation applies both to homeowners and lawn services. The village operates its sewer system under a Combined
Sewer Overflow (CSO) permit issued by the IEPA. Among the conditions of the CSO
permit is a requirement that the village aggressively prevent floatables such as leaves and branches from entering the storm sewer system which would then enter the
Advisory Board &
receiving stream, the Des Plaines River. Clogged catch
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basins lead to street flooding when it rains. Additionally,
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because most of Riverside has combined sewers, leaves
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in the sewer system can contribute to basement back09 Landscape Advisory, 7:00
ups during major Autumn storm events. There is no limit to the amount of yard waste
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residents can place at the curb for collection each week, but leaves must be con15 Historical Commission, 7:00
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tained in paper bags or approved yard waste containers with YARD WASTE ONLY
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stickers. Yard Waste stickers are available at the village office free of charge. The final
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yard waste collection of the year is scheduled for Thursday, November 29. An additional yard waste collection may be added if facilities accepting yard waste remain
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open after November 30.
08 Police Pension Bd., 8:00 am
08 Economic Development, 7:00
Leaves can also be mulched into lawns and raked into planting beds and gar12 Riverside TV Commission, 7:00 dens to decompose during the Winter months. This process returns vital nutrients to
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the lawn and planting beds and helps protect perennials from the cold.
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Residents are also reminded that no yard waste, recycling or refuse should be
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placed at the curb prior to 4:00 p.m. on the day before refuse is collected. Residents
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are entitled to place three bulk items out for collection each week, but bulk items are
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collected by a separate truck. Please call Flood Brothers at 630-261-0400 to schedule
a bulk item pickup.
Please call 708-447-2700 ext. 254
Village Board Meetings
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(unless otherwise noted)
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to confirm the meeting
you wish to attend. For more
information, please visit
www.riverside.il.us.

Sign Up for Email Notifications Today!
Please visit the new village website at www.riverside.il.us and click on Connect to
sign up for the Riverside Alert System, create an account in Riverside Responds or
sign up for Email Notifications for upcoming meetings and community events.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety
The days are getting shorter, but there are still plenty of opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. Riverside is a wonderful community in which to walk, run or ride a bike, but please exercise caution, especially
when out and about in the early morning or evening hours when it is now dark outside. With safety in mind,
the Riverside Police Department would like to remind you of a few basic rules and suggestions.
Bicycle Safety
 Always ride with traffic and obey the Rules of the Road.
 Ride in a straight line and use hand signals when turning and stopping.
 Obey traffic signs, signals, and lane markings and yield to traffic when appropriate, including pedestrians.
 Try to avoid riding on the sidewalk. You are more visible to motorists while on the road.
 Be predictable. Try not to be hesitant or do things that motorists might not
be expecting.
 Make sure everyone can see you by wearing bright reflective clothing.
 If riding at night, use headlights, taillights and reflectors.
 Do not wear headphones or talk on a cell phone while bicycling! Always
wear a helmet.
Pedestrian Safety
 Stay alert and avoid distractions.
 Put your phone away and pay attention to motorists and other pedestrians.
 Never assume that a driver will give you the right away.
 Try to make eye contact with turning motorists to better ensure that they have seen you.
 Use crosswalks when crossing the street and try to stay in well-lit areas.
 Avoid walking on busy streets or highways and avoid alcohol consumption while walking.
 Be visible and wear bright or reflective clothing when possible.

12th Annual 1000 Tree Planting Project!
The 12th Annual 1000 Tree Planting Project will be held on Saturday, November 17. Volunteers should meet at the Scout Cabin at 10:00 a.m. for a brief
teaching seminar. Following the seminar, planting tools and seeds will be distributed and groups will head out to plant seeds along the Des Plaines River. The Scout
Cabin will be available to volunteers the entire day and volunteers are welcome to
return to the cabin for chili and chicken noodle soup after planting their seeds.
Dress for the weather! For the past three years, the first snowfall of the season has
fallen during the 1000 Tree Planting Project.

Train Platform and Commuter Parking Lot 1 Updates
Work began during the week of September 17 on a project to rehabilitate and improve the north and
south railroad platforms. A primary emphasis of the project is Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance and the elimination of safety hazards. The project began on the north platform and will include stairway removal and replacement, installation of ADA compliant handrails, repair of subsided platform bricks
and repair of the bases of the columns that support the platform roof. Once repairs are complete on the
north platform, the project will move to the south platform and include work around the Train Station. Project elements there will include stairway removal and replacement, installation of ADA compliant handrails,
repair of subsided platform bricks and sidewalk replacement. These projects are expected to be completed
in late October or early November.
The Village of Riverside and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD)
have entered into an Intergovernmental Agreement through which MWRD will provide $560,000 toward reconstruction of Commuter Lot #1, which is immediately west of the Train Station, into a permeable surface
parking lot. The project is in the design approval stage and it is targeted for substantial completion before
the end of 2018.

Consolidated Dispatch Update
In May, Brookfield, McCook, North Riverside, and Riverside consolidated their emergency communications centers to form West Central Consolidated Communications, or WC3, which is
housed in the North Riverside Police Department facility. Personnel from Riverside
are answering calls alongside their counterparts from all WC3 communities
The procedure for placing a 911 call remains the same. The Police and Fire Departments will respond promptly, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Residents who wish
to contact the Riverside Police Department outside of the regular business hours of
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. should call 708-853-1384 if the matter is not urgent. This is the
non-emergency phone number for WC3. As always, if you need immediate assistance, call 911.
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

