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Village Board Meetings
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.
February 6, February 20
March 6, March 20
Advisory Board &
Commission Meetings
February 2014
06 Police Pension Bd., 8:00 a.m.
10 Cable Comm., 7:00
10 Historical Comm., 7:00
11 Landscape Adv. Comm., 7:00
11 Board of Fire & Police
Commissioners 7:00
13 Economic Dev. Comm., 7:30
13 Preservation Comm., 7:30
20 Police Adjudication, 6:00
24 Parks & Rec. Board, 7:00
26 Planning & Zoning, 7:30
March 2014
10 Parks & Rec. Board, 7:00
10 Cable Commission, 7:00
11 Landscape Adv. Comm., 7:00
13 Economic Dev Comm., 7:30
13 Preservation Comm., 7:30
17 Historical Comm., 7:00
20 Police Adjudication, 6:00
26 Planning and Zoning, 7:30
Please call 708-447-2700
ext. 254 to confirm the
meeting you wish to attend.

Coyotes in the Village in the Forest
In recent months, the Riverside Police Department has responded to an increase in
coyote sightings and encounters in residential and park
areas within the village. Police officers report that most
encounters are from a distance and the coyotes prefer to
stay away from human interaction. In response to this
increase in coyote sightings, the Village of Riverside has
developed a Coyote Policy, Coyote Brochure and Coyote
Home Audit Checklist, all of which are available on the
Village website. Brochures are also available in the village
office and staff is happy to print information for any
resident who would prefer paper copies of these documents.
Village Staff recommends some very specific actions for
residents to take to minimize coyote-human encounters and
to protect people and their domestic pets.
 Do not encourage coyotes by feeding them.
 Keep pet food and water dishes inside.
 Keep barbeque grills clean.
 If possible, do not keep garbage cans outside.
 Clear away all bushes and dense weeds near your home
where coyotes might seek cover.
 Coyotes, like other wild animals, can become “comfortable” with their environments if
unchallenged or unnoticed. If an encounter does occur, police recommend following the
guidelines listed below:
 Be confident and bold. Make loud noises and make yourself larger by raising your hands
above your head or flaring clothing.
 Do not be submissive, turn your back, or run.
 If you are followed by a coyote, you are likely walking through its territory and it is
merely escorting or “shadowing” you to make sure you are not a threat.
 Although unlikely, if you encounter aggressive behavior, throw snowballs or chunks of ice
in the direction of the coyote.
Coyotes are wild animals that hunt other animals for survival. They have been known to kill
foxes which compete with coyotes for small prey. Domestic dogs and cats may sometimes be
appealing to coyotes. Below are a few recommendations to keep your pets safe.
 Walk your dog or cat on a leash.
 Never leave dogs or cats unattended in the yard and always keep them inside at night.
 Keep your yard well-illuminated when outdoors at night with your pet.
In addition to the healthy coyotes that have been seen in the village, there have also
been sightings of coyotes suffering from sarcoptic mange, a skin disease caused by the
sarcoptes scabiei mite. The mite is not an insect, but is more closely related to spiders. They
are microscopic and cannot be seen with the naked eye. Sarcoptic mange can be spread to
domestic canines, so it is important to prevent canine interaction with coyotes.
In addition to the materials available on the village website, Riverside TV (Comcast
Cable Channel 6) is currently showing an informative documentary on coyotes daily and the
Village will be hosting a public forum on coyotes this Spring. For more information on living
with coyotes, please google: “Urban Coyote Ecology and Management: The Cook County,
Illinois, Coyote Project,” and “Living with Wildlife in Illinois,” an informative website hosted
by the University of Illinois Extension.

Riverside Farmers’ Market—Winter Market
Back by popular demand...The Riverside Farmers’ Market returns with a Winter
Market from 2:30—6:30 p.m. inside the Riverside Train Station on the following Wednesdays:
February 5, March 5, April 2 and May 7. Summer market shoppers will be happy to welcome
back Aunt Diana’s, Chocolate Twist, Wanderlust Soaps and
Sundries, Primo Pizza, John Bailey Honey, Lou’s Old Fashioned,
Lovin’ Tails pet treats, Jake’s Country Meats, River Valley
Mushrooms, and Lyons Fruit Farm. We’ll also introduce two new
vendors: SenTEAmental tea blends and Katic Breads, makers of
artisan breads. For Up to the Minute Information on Weekly
Events and Special Promotions Check out the Riverside Farmers'
Market Blog at JUSTEATLOCAL.WORDPRESS.COM. Like us
on facebook -www.facebook.com/Riverside.Farmers.Mkt.

For more
Sign up for the E-flash today! Visit the website for details.
Information,
please visit
www.riverside.il.us To get the latest news and developments about the Village of Riverside, please sign up for

the E-Flash. To register, go to www.riverside.il.us and click on the Riverside E-flash link
on the left side of the homepage or scan the QR code with your smart phone.

Police Department to focus on Traffic Enforcement in 2014
In response to resident concerns regarding speeding, cars failing to stop at stop signs and cell
phone use in school zones, the Riverside Police Department has begun enhanced traffic enforcement
efforts throughout the village effective immediately. The main goal of this effort will be improving
safety and ensuring compliance with posted speed limits, traffic
signs, parking restrictions and other driving regulations such as the
newly enacted ban on the use of handheld cell phones by motorists.
Continuous enforcement efforts will focus on the following
areas:
 All schools and surrounding areas
 First Avenue
 Barrypoint and Fairbank Roads
 Harlem Avenue
 Woodside Road
 Forest Avenue
Drivers should expect vigorous enforcement of traffic, parking and other driving restrictions
throughout the village, but especially in these areas. Motorists should also be aware that these driving
offenses are now very costly in the court system. The Police Department is asking for the community’s
assistance in identifying problem areas. If you have a concern or are aware of a location where frequent
violations are occurring, please contact Sergeant William Gutschick at wgutschick@riverside.il.us or
call (708) 447-2127.

Parks & Recreation Happenings
The PARKS & RECREATION WINTER/SPRING BROCHURE is now online and registration
is open! Visit the Department of Parks and Recreation at www.riverside.il.us for complete details.
It’s not too early to start thinking about Summer Day Camp. Day Camp Registration will take
place the first few weeks of February. This program was extremely popular last year and most weeks
were booked to capacity well in advance of registration deadlines. Returning Campers can register
during normal office hours between February 3 and February 11. New Camper registration will take
place on February 12. As of February 12, registration will be open to residents and non-residents. Visit
us online or call us at (708) 442-7025 for more details.
Special Event - Winter Fairy Fest
In Winter, a special type of fairy can be found…the Ice Fairy! Join us as we learn more about
the cold-dwelling fairy life! Parents and children will be enchanted through fairy immersion involving
mystical crafts, storytelling, dainty treats and of course, the summoning of the Ice Fairies. Register
early!!! All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian.
Who:
Children up to 10 years old w/ Parent/Guardian
When:
Sunday, February 9 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Where:
Water Tower
Instructor:
Staff
Fee:
$18/$23 NON-RES

Snow Removal
It is the goal of the Public Works Department to maintain Village roadways at bare pavement
condition curb-to-curb in order to ensure delivery of emergency services and provide access to the
driving public. The department will begin plowing all major arterial streets when salt is no longer
providing effective melting and snow has accumulated to a depth of 1 inch. Arterials (main roads that
run through the village), the Central Business District, village parking lots, train station platforms and
streets near schools are cleared first. Secondary streets and all other parking lots are cleared next.
Cul-de-sacs, alleys, dead-ends and sidewalks in the CBD are cleared after that. It is not possible for
plow drivers to stop the plow at each driveway and shovel out snow that gets pushed onto driveway
aprons during the course of clearing the streets. Please contact the Department of Public Works at 708442-3590 with questions or concerns about snow plowing.

Day of Service—Spring Clean Up
On Saturday, April 26, in conjunction with the annual Riverside-Brookfield High School Day of
Service, residents and community groups are invited to participate in a village-wide spring clean up of
parks, parkways, commons and natural areas throughout the village
and along the Des Plaines River. Hopefully, the winter snows will
be a distant memory by then and volunteers will be able to work on
projects such as general clean-up of litter and mulching. Seniors in
need of assistance with spring yard work are encouraged to contact
the Department of Public Works at (708) 442-3590 to be put on a list
of residents eligible for volunteer assistance on the Day of Service.
Individual residents and community groups who wish to participate
in this effort should also contact the department to be placed on a list
of volunteers. This will facilitate coordination of projects and
eliminate duplication of efforts. If you’re unable to participate on this day, please visit the village
website for additional information on regularly scheduled Landscape Workdays that will be held in
conjunction with the Olmsted Society throughout Summer and Autumn.
Provide quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with our
Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

