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Streetscape improvements have begun! This exciting project will beautify our Village, enhance the quality of life for residents, and improve the commercial environment for
businesses. The project should be completed by early September. By working closely with
the engineering firm and the contractor, the village will do everything possible to minimize
disruptions to residents and businesses during the project. There will be sidewalk access to all
of our businesses during construction. Parking will be limited on the side of the street under
construction, but Burlington Street will be open to traffic throughout the project and parking is
available in the village parking lot next to Riverside Bank and in the Green Parking Lot East
of Arcade Jewelers.
All construction creates inconveniences, but we can minimize them by working together and looking forward to a beautiful addition to our Village! It is especially important that
we as a community make an effort to support our local businesses during the project. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact Village Manager Jessica Frances at
jfrances@riverside.il.us or Community Development Director Sonya Abt at
sabt@riverside.il.us.

Lawn Irrigation Systems
Property owners desiring to install lawn sprinkler systems in the publicly owned parkway or setback must first obtain a permit from the Riverside Building Department. Property
owners must also sign an Encroachment Waiver acknowledging that the Village is not liable
for any damage that may occur to that portion of the sprinkler system installed in the parkway
caused by construction activity. Additionally, if a lawn sprinkler system is installed on public
property without a Village-issued permit and Encroachment Waiver, the Village is not responsible for any damage that may occur to the sprinkler system.

Vehicle Stickers and Dog Licenses

Renewal forms will be mailed to residents in mid-May. Stickers must be purchased
and displayed no later than June 30 to avoid penalties. Current stickers are required for all
vehicles housed in Riverside or registered (with the Secretary of State) to a Riverside address.
Renewals with no changes can be renewed on-line until June 30. Stickers can also be renewed
by mail or by leaving the completed form along with payment in the silver lock box in front of
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For more
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Get Ready for RAW and the return of the Farmers’ Market!
Riverside Arts Weekend is Saturday and Sunday, May 21 & 22 in Gurthrie Park. In
its ninth year, RAW will once again feature a juried arts fair, theater, music, architecture and
other arts-related events. Watch for updates on participating artists and this year’s community
spectacle.
The Riverside Farmers Market begins June 1 in a new location. The market will be
held on Wednesday afternoons from 2:30—7:00 p.m. at the Historic Water Tower. See you at
the Farmers’ Market!

Sign up for the E-flash today! Visit the website for details.
To get the latest news and developments about the Village of Riverside, please sign up for
the E-Flash. To register, go to www.riverside.il.us and click on the Riverside E-flash link
on the left side of the homepage or scan the QR code with your smart phone.

Voter Registration
Online voter registration is now available on the Illinois State Board of Elections website:
ova.elections.il.gov. With the March Primary Election behind us
and the November 8th Presidential Election approaching, any
citizen who is not currently registered to vote should register. A
link to the Illinois State Board of Elections website is available
under Voter Registration in the For Residents drop down menu
of the village website. Residents can also download and print
mail-in registration forms on the Cook County Clerk’s website.
Important information about key dates, early voting and voting
by mail is also available at cookcountyclerk.com. If you or
someone you know does not have internet access and is not registered to vote, please stop by the village office. A Deputy Registrar on staff will assist you in completing
the online form. In order to register or update your existing registration, you must provide the following
information:
 Your Illinois Drivers License or Illinois State ID number;
 Date the license or ID was issued;
 The last four digits of your social security number; and
 Your date of birth.

Emergency Siren Protocol
Riverside’s Emergency Outdoor Warning Siren System is an all-hazards siren system used to
warn the general population of potential danger. During an emergency, the sirens will be activated for 3
minutes. What do the sirens mean?
•
Alert: A single tone signifying an emergency alert. This signal may be used to inform the community of an emergency or disaster, including a severe storm, tornado warning (not a tornado watch),
earthquake, chemical hazard/hazardous material incident, extreme winds, or biological hazard.
•
All Clear: Riverside does not use an All Clear signal. Tune in to local news agencies and listen
for notification regarding the emergency.
In Riverside and many other communities in Illinois, sirens are tested on the first Tuesday of
each month at 10 a.m. What should I do if I hear the sirens? If the sirens are activated - and it is not a
monthly siren test - you should seek shelter and tune in to radio or television to get information about
the type of emergency and instructions and recommendations for remaining safe. Listen to your local
media for indications that the emergency is over. Please do not call 9-1-1 unless you have an actual
emergency.

Landscape Workdays with the Olmsted Society
The Village Forester will once again be teaming up with the Olmsted Society to help beautify
village green spaces. The natural areas along Riverside Road, in Swan Pond and around the Scout
Cabin follow the meandering Des Plaines River. Scottswood Common and the Longcommon serve as
the backbone of Riverside’s landscape architecture. Both were intended to be part of a green space stretching all the way to downtown Chicago.
Frederick Law Olmsted designed Riverside to provide
changing vistas for both pedestrians and vehicles. His plan can be
better realized by reducing shrub overgrowth, eliminating weeds
and opening up the river view. All workdays are scheduled for Saturdays from 9am-12pm. Look for the Riverside Public Works dump
truck. Come for an hour or three, whatever your schedule allows.
Supervised children are welcome. Service hour credits are available.
Bring your favorite work gloves and a water bottle. All other supplies and snacks will be provided. The
following workdays are scheduled for April and May: April 23 near the Scout Cabin on Fairbank Road
and May 7 in the Longcommon. Additionally, a special volunteer workday will be held on Saturday,
April 23 in conjunction with the annual Riverside-Brookfield High School Day of Service. For the
complete schedule of workdays, please visit the village website or the Olmsted Society website:
www.olmstedsociety.org.

IRS & Virtual Kidnapping Scams Attempted in Riverside
Beware if you receive a phone call or someone comes to your door claiming to be with the IRS.
These people may appear very credible and may have what seems to be appropriate identification. They
may even direct you to a website that will seem legitimate. They will try to convince you
that you owe money to the IRS and you should give them cash or wire funds directly to
an account. This is a scam. The IRS will not come to your door or call you.
Beware if you receive a call from a stranger stating that a loved one has been
kidnapped. The caller will make threats stating that if you hang up they will harm your
loved one. Using this tactic, the caller will try to convince you to wire money to an overseas account with the promise that your loved one will then be released. This scam relies
on a psychological game between the caller and victim.
Both of these scams have been attempted right here in Riverside. Don’t become a victim. Don’t
panic. Call the police at 9-1-1 and they will respond immediately.
Providing quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible manner consistent with
our Village’s historic tradition and community atmosphere.

