MEETING AND PUBLIC COMMENT PROCEDURES: The Economic Development Commission will meet in
person and physical spacing will be observed. Any individual with a disability requiring a reasonable
accommodation in order to participate in the meeting should contact Finance Director Karin Johns at
least 48 hours in advance of the meeting at (708) 447-2700 ext. 232. Public comments are welcome
on any topic related to the business of the Public Body at Regular and Special Meetings during the
portion of the meeting devoted to a particular agenda item, or during the period designated for
public comment for non-agenda items. Individuals who wish to comment must be recognized by the
Commission Chair and then speak at the podium, beginning by identifying themselves.

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, March 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call

AGENDA
Chairperson
Jennifer Fournier
Commission Members
Bridget Doherty
Larry Forssberg
Amy Jacksic
Suzanne Kahle
Amador Valenzuela
Natalia Wator

3. Public Comment:
4. Approval of Minutes:
A. Economic Development Commission Meeting Minutes of May 18, 2021
B. Economic Development Commission Special Meeting Minutes of November
11, 2021
5. Chairperson Report:
6. Liaison Reports:
A. Village Board Update
B. Staff Report
1. Village Vacancy Report
C. Chamber of Commerce Update/ Discussion
7. Old Business:
A. 2022 Goals
1. Activate Train Station
2. Increase Sales Tax
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3. Overall Awareness of Riverside
8. New Business:
9. Informational Items:
10. Adjournment:
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4.A. EDC Meeting
Minutes 5.18.2021

Public comments received by email or in writing by the Finance Director prior to 5 p.m. on the meeting day were
welcome on any topic. Public comments were also allowed during the electronic meeting using the Zoom Meeting ID
and Access Code posted on the Village website prior to meeting. Due to the ongoing public health emergency and
consistent with the Governor’s most recent emergency declaration, various Executive Orders entered by the Governor
and recent amendments made to the Open Meetings Act in Public Act 101-640, this meeting was conducted
electronically.

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Minutes

I.

Call to Order: The Special Meeting of the Riverside Economic Development Commission was held May
18, 2021 (per agenda), electronically via Zoom. Chair Fournier called the Regular Meeting to order
at 7:07 p.m. Director Johns then called roll:

II.

Roll Call:

Present:

Chair Fournier
Commissioner Doherty
Commissioner Forssberg
Commissioner Jacksic

Absent:

Commissioner Buoscio
Commissioner Kahle
Commissioner Terhune

Also Present: Finance Director Johns

III.

Public Comment
Finance Director Johns noted the meeting would be conducted electronically due to governor’s
proclamation and called roll to ensure everyone could hear each other; all present responded in
the affirmative. There was no public comment.

IV. Review of and recommendation to the Village Manager of applications for the 2021 Business Economic Incentive
Program Grant.

A. Chair Fournier asked that all present were able to review the application for the property at
2720 Harlem. All reviewed and there were no questions. Director Johns noted that there is a
permit submitted for the fascia improvements. The Commission discussed the what details
from the example provided would be included.
Commissioner Forssberg motioned to approve the requested Economic Incentive Grant for
the remaining budget of $1,705.50 and Commissioner Jacksic seconded.
AYES: Fournier, Doherty, Forssberg, Jacksic
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NAYS: None.

Motion passed.

V.

Adjournment
There was no other business, so Chair suggested this meeting of the EDC adjourn. Director Johns
confirmed with all members that they were able to see and hear each other during the entire
meeting; all commissioners responded in the affirmative. Commissioner Doherty motioned to
adjourn. Commissioner Jacksic seconded.
AYES: Fournier, Doherty, Forssberg, Jacksic
NAYES: None.
Motion passed. Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_______________________________________
Finance Director Johns
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__________________________________
Date Approved

4.B. EDC Meeting
Minutes 11.18.2021

Public comments received by email or in writing by the Finance Director prior to 5 p.m. on the meeting day were
welcome on any topic. Public comments were also allowed during the electronic meeting using the Zoom Meeting ID
and Access Code posted on the Village website prior to meeting. Due to the ongoing public health emergency and
consistent with the Governor’s most recent emergency declaration, various Executive Orders entered by the Governor
and recent amendments made to the Open Meetings Act in Public Act 101-640, this meeting was conducted
electronically.

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
Minutes

I.

Call to Order: The Regular Meeting of the Riverside Economic Development Commission was held
November 11, 2021 (per agenda), electronically via Zoom. Chair Fournier called the Regular
Meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. Management Analyst Splitt then called roll:

II.

Roll Call:

Present:

Chair Fournier
Commissioner Doherty
Commissioner Forssberg
Commissioner Jacksic
Commissioner Kahle
Commissioner Valenzuela
Commissioner Water

Absent:

---

Also Present: Finance Director Johns
Management Analyst Splitt

III.

Public Comment
Finance Director Johns noted the meeting would be conducted electronically due to governor’s
proclamation and asked Management Analyst Splitt to call roll to ensure everyone could hear each
other; all present responded in the affirmative. There was no public comment.

IV.

Approval of Minutes
A. Chair Fournier asked if there was any discussion prior to a motion to approve; there was none.
She noted that RTV was logged on to listen to meeting. Chair then asked for a motion to
approve the Economic Development Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of September 9,
2021.
Commissioner Forssberg motioned to approve the September 9, 2021 minutes of the Regular
Meeting of the EDC and Commissioner Jacksic seconded.
AYES: Fournier, Doherty, Forssberg, Jacksic, Kahle, Valenzuela, Water
NAYS: None.

Motion passed.
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B. Chair asked if there was any discussion prior to a motion to also approve RTV and EDC joint
minutes; there was no discussion, so Commissioner Kahle motioned to approve the
September 9, 2021 Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the EDC and RTV, and Commissioner
Forssberg seconded.
AYES: Fournier, Doherty, Forssberg, Jacksic, Kahle, Valenzuela, Water
NAYS: None.

Motion passed.

V.

Chair Report:
Chair Fournier followed up on “This is Riverside” first video cut. She thinks it would be beneficial
onward to have an EDC creative brief to discuss things like submissions-what are good submissions,
what should not be accepted, and create some guidelines. Then RTV will take one of their senior
editors and create a template for junior editors so that they have some guidance in order to stay on
brand and what the EDC has envisioned. There was a WBEZ piece, “Around Town” on Riverside and
Brookfield; great information for a recognition press release.

VI.

Liaison Reports
A. Staff Update
Director Johns said there are many occupancy inspections coming up for new businesses; Sips
& Sweets is scheduled for an occupancy inspection 11/29 (waiting for final equipment to come
in 11/22) and hoping to open by the time of the Holiday Stroll event.
Sand Trap Bar & Grill applied for a business license. Train station renter fell through. The village
had multiple site meetings and walk throughs with health and fire inspector with the potential
renter who wanted to run a full service kitchen. Therefore a walk in fridge/freezer was needed,
venting, fire suppression system, and many other tasks/items needed to be addressed and the
potential renter determined capital outlay for the project was just too intensive and costly.
Commissioner Water asked if there was a limitation as to whom could rent. Per Director Johns,
no. Consensus was that it may be better suited for a business that did not require all the
additional improvements/items.
Commissioner Forssberg asked about the proposed restaurant going in on Harlem that was
mentioned at last meeting. Director Johns said a sandwich shop applied for a business license
and permit; they are working on their final plan and securing contractors before the permit
can be approved. Smoothie shop on Harlem applied for same; permit not approved nor
construction started yet. Director Johns it is not a chain (in answer to Commissioner
Forssbergs’ question of whether or not it was). Commissioner Valenzuela then asked if there
was a rule against chains; Director Johns relayed that there is not.
Board approved an incentive agreement for Sherwin Williams (former Bank of America
building). When they secure all their personnel, EDC will see if they would be interested in
participating in some Riverside community events. Per Commissioner Forssberg, the store
staff has the flexibility to do that and said may be worthwhile to check to see if Sherwin
Williams plans on bringing the same staff from Berwyn to Riverside and, if so, maybe that could
happen sooner. Commissioner Kahle thinks that would be a great way to activate the space.
Chair Fournier said to keep that in mind because artists come for shows and are always looking
for places to do murals and that perhaps something can be worked out with Sherwin Williams
6

Economic Development Commission Minutes – NOVEMBER 11, 2021

Page 3 of 5

and some artists. Commissioner Valenzuela commented that he has been on the Arts Center
Board and, for quite some time now, they’ve been discussing updating the mural on the side
of the building. One of the issues is the funding for it, so he thinks that is a good idea for getting
that one redone.
Director Johns relayed to Chair who the developers are that are working with Sherwin
Williams. Director Johns relayed that the parking lot across street will be given to the village
as part of Sherwin Williams economic incentive agreement. The Board is open to different
businesses in that spot if they are interested, but the sale would take a long time to happen,
so village is using as parking in the interim, but that will still go before the board for final
approval. There is definitely a need for additional business parking, so there may be a mix of
3 hour parking; also a request came in for 24 hour parking (from multi-family units in that
area), or possibly commuter parking (details currently undecided).
Riverside Foods has been having trouble staffing and wanted to know if EDC is open to sharing
job posts for local businesses on EDC page. EDC said yes. They will start with social channels
and email blast posting, Chair said then maybe create a virtual job board. Another idea from
Commissioner Water, was to reach out to RBHS or perhaps have an event in town hall with
businesses who are looking to hire, so people can stop in and see what the available jobs entail.
Commissioner Jacksic asked about Chamber of Commerce assistance. Commissioner Water
asked if we can contact them and offered to contact. Commissioner Valenzuela relayed that
he attended Chamber Holiday Stroll meeting and updated EDC on that meeting and the
planning of the event. Commissioner Forssberg thinks we should do everything we can to
involve the Chamber of Commerce and collaborate with them and offered to contact them
too. Chair Fournier and the two commissioners will further discuss that.
In the 2022 budget draft, there is an allocation for a Marketing Assistant to market special
events. The Marketing employee will be here in the first part of the year and they should be a
great help in regard to getting content out via social media, getting forms out, etcetera.
Management Analyst Splitt updated the EDC on the following:
Vacancies: 3300 Harlem (former Bank of America, Sherwin Williams going in), 3320 Parking
lot next to it (is going to Village of Riverside). Covid center (former Titlemax) is still renting
month to month in that building.
Social Media: December calendar posts for Holiday Stroll to promote prior to the event, one
post for Shop Local, a couple business specific posts, a crossword puzzle day, a New YearExciting New Businesses post, and a post about shipping to your Riverside address (to be posted
day before Cyber Monday). Hopefully many residents will also be shopping local!
Director Johns brought up new business packets (discussed in a past meeting) that will include
information from banks about loans; she asked if there was other language that the EDC would
like to add. Commissioner Water suggested we take care in the language regarding loans
through banks.
Director Johns then pulled up village web page to show EDC what information is included for
businesses. Commissioner Doherty asked about what questions came up routinely in regard
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to businesses. Per Director Johns, potential business owners ask about permitting, available
space (village keeps Vacant Property list accurate), ideas they have (however, a business plan
may not be fully drawn up, or a specific budget, capital outlay, etc. making it difficult to provide
guidance). Maybe some topics could be addressed in a one page outline per Commissioner
Water, then they could be more prepared before approaching the village for permits, etcetera.
Chair Fournier asked if there was anything sales tax related that people must do. Director
Johns said that Village does not give tax advice, but if business is a restaurant, we talk to them
at that time and give them all the forms they need to fill out. It was decided to refresh
Retail/Business Opportunities document in an effort to make essential information easier to
get to.

Director brought up EDC Corner in Riverside Review (discussed last meeting) and asked
members about focusing on that or focusing more the digital marketing. Chair thinks it is
important to be in the Riverside Review, however, it is a small space in the Review, so a short,
deliberate message would be most appropriate. By the time next one comes out, a new
business should be open and we can note that in the EDC corner. Also talked about village
officials helping acknowledge the opening of businesses.
B. Chamber of Commerce Report
No report.

VII.

Old Business
Chair brought up EDC/Village goals, the first being to activate the train station, and asked Director
Johns to update. Village has been in contact with various businesses and let EDC know of
upcoming rentals through year end. Train Station can be rented for private events, but may have
some restrictions. Commissioner Kahle asked if we should promote rentals and add to social
media. Commissioner Water asked about social activities that could be held at the rentals.
Commissioner Valenzuela asked about listing short term rentals. Director Johns agreed all this
would be a good thing to let residents know. The Village and EDC will work to get this done. All
rental fees are approved and adopted by Village Board, so if EDC would like to make suggestions
on any of them, Director Johns will bring those fees to the next Board meeting.
Chair asked about increased sales tax update/new calculations. Director Johns relayed that places
for eating tax revenue to date is $76,457, a $30,013 increase or up 64.62% from 2020 (rebound
from pandemic and shutdowns) and Municipal sales tax showed $290,486, a 49.38% or a bit over
96K increase from 2020. This revenue stream exceeded budget.
Regarding Sherwin Williams, Director showed EDC a 10 year Revenue Sharing Estimate and what
Riverside would get from that - which would be about $240,000. Johns also included substantial
packet information that board reviewed re economic development agreement.
EDC looked at short video that Riverside TV put together for October showing Riverside in the fall
season and discussed their opinions of it, suggestions for future clips, and what feedback they will
provide to RTV for future videos. From an EDC standpoint, they want to showcase Riverside and
let people know some of the great reasons to visit Riverside and to promote our village events.
EDC went on to discuss some content for different months throughout the year or seasonal videos
and to let people know (via social media) about sending in content in if they would like.
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RTV is filming three months in advance. The event to promote now would be the Holiday Stroll
and then the EDC will look ahead to a spring 2022 video. EDC members, individually, will look at
some existing video and decide upon something from compiled video to put out in the interim.

VIII.

New Business
A. Grant Progress – A second reimbursement request came in and Director Johns will be contacting
all businesses who were rewarded grants so they can get their reimbursement requests in before
the end of the fiscal year.

IX.

Adjournment
Chair Fournier asked if anyone had anything else to discuss. There was no other business, so Chair
suggested this meeting of the EDC adjourn. Director Johns asked Management Analyst Splitt to
confirm with all members that they were able to see and hear each other during the entire
meeting; all commissioners responded in the affirmative. Commissioner Forssberg motioned to
adjourn. Commissioner Doherty seconded.
AYES: Fournier, Doherty, Forssberg, Jacksic, Kahle, Valenzuela, Water
NAYES: None.
Motion passed. Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

_______________________________________
Finance Director Johns

__________________________________
Date Approved
PSMc/11 11 21 EDC Regular Meeting Minutes
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6.B. Staff Report

MEMORANDUM—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

To:
From:
CC:
Re:
Date:

Chairperson Fournier & Members of the Economic Development Commission
Karin Johns, Finance Director
Jessica Frances, Village Manager
Vacancy Listing
March 10, 2022

Background
The Village of Riverside has available on its website a listing of available commercial
properties.
https://riversideil.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=03464c7e2ecc4fcbba
5bd4b2bb606e91
Current Availabilities
• 28 E. Burlington St
• 30 E. Burlington St
• 363 E. Burlington St
• 115 E. Burlington St
• 3200-3212 S. Harlem Ave
• 3250 S. Harlem Ave
• 3320 S. Harlem Ave
Changes
•
•
•

2704 S. Harlem Ave - sold
2710 S. Harlem Ave – sold
3300 S. Harlem Ave – sold
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7.A. 2022 Goal Progression

MEMORANDUM—FINANCE DEPARTMENT

FINANCE
DEPARTMENT

To:

Economic Development Commission

From:

Karin Johns, Finance Director

Re:

2022 Goal Progression

Date:

March 10, 2022

The Economic Development Commission duties as defined by Village Code 2-24-4 are
(A) To examine the retail businesses and the business districts within the
village and to determine the best uses for retail spaces.
(B) To prepare and recommend to the village board a plan accomplishing the
two (2) goals of encouraging commercial development within the village and
improving the village's tax base and sales tax revenue.
(C) To serve as the primary business conduit for the village by encouraging
residents and nonresidents to shop in Riverside, and to develop plans for
attracting business and patrons to the village through use of fairs, exhibitions,
advertising, external improvements to the business districts, and other activities.
(D) To prepare and recommend to the village board, from time to time,
ordinance changes involving zoning, parking restrictions, licensing, or other
changes which will enhance or otherwise benefit the commercial districts and
activities within the village.
(E) To work closely with the chamber of commerce to coordinate cooperative
ventures and activities to benefit the business districts and commercial activities
within the village.
(F) To undertake such further studies and projects regarding economic
development within the village as may be referred to it, from time to time, by
the village board.
The Economic Development Commission developed a work plan for 2022 with three
main goals.
1. Activate the Train Station
a. Discussion of possible new tenant.
2. Increase Sales Tax
a. As of January 31, 2022,
• Municipal Sales Tax Collections currently total $38,537 an
increase of 109.73% or $20,163 from 2021.
• Places for Eating Tax Revenues year to date total $9,635
representing a $5,390 or 126.98% increase from 2021.
b. 2022 New Business Openings
• Cubanitos Express (January 2022)
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MEMORANDUM—VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE
3. Increase Overall Awareness of Riverside
a. The Economic Development Commission is looking to schedule
various filming initiatives in 2022 and schedule up to 4 events for
RTV to film. Attached is the 2019 Event Calendar.
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EVENTS

2019

Riverside
-IN-

For more info visit:
w w w. r i v e r s i d e . i l . u s / e v e n t s

What

When

Where

Riverside Juniors Brews Cruise
Easter Egg Hunt
Lions Club Chicken Dinner
Riverside Arts Weekend
Farmers’ Market Opening Day
Riverside Ride
Fishing Derby
Cruise Night
Independence Day Extravaganza!
•
Concert in the Park
•
5K Run
•
Parade
•
Festival in the Park
Scuff Gross Regatta
Movie in the Park
Cruise Night
Riv-inia
Cori’s Kids Triathlon
Cruise Night
Picnic Like It’s 1869!
Touch-A-Truck
FLOS Housewalk
Hop Stop 2019
Car Show
Howl-O-Ween
Holiday Stroll
Breakfast with Santa

April 6
April 13
April 28
May 18 & 19
June 5
June 8
June 9
June 20

Township Auditorium
Big Ball Park
Township Auditorium
Guthrie Park
Water Tower
St. Mary Parking Lot
Swan Pond
Burlington Street

July 3
July 4
July 4
July 4
July 6
July 12
July 18
August 9
August 10
August 15
September 15
September 19
September 28
September 28
September 29
October 23
December 6
December 14

Guthrie Park
Water Tower
Down Longcommon Road
Guthrie Park
Des Plaines River
Big Ball Park
Burlington Street
Guthrie Park
Swim Club & First Division Streets
Burlington Street
Swan Pond Hill
Water Tower
Homes throughout the Village
Train Station
Downtown Riverside
Water Tower
Downtown Riverside & Harlem Ave
Township Auditorium
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