Residents and visitors are welcome to all meetings of the Economic Development Commission. Public comments are welcome on any
topic related to the business of the Public Body at Regular and Special Meetings. Comments may be made at any time. Individuals
who wish to comment must be recognized by the Chairperson and then speak at the podium, beginning by identifying themselves b y
name and address.
Any individual with a disability requiring a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in the meeting should contact Village
Manager Jessica Frances at least five working days in advance of the next scheduled meeting at (708) 447-2700 ext. 254.

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Thursday, January 10, 2019
7:00 pm
Riverside Township Hall – Room 30
27 Riverside Road, Riverside, IL 60546

AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
Chairperson
Kristine Herbst
Commission Members
Jack Buoscio
Brian Plain
Alex Gallegos
Jennifer Fournier
Suzanne Kahle
3. Public Comment:
4. Approval of Minutes:
A. Economic Development Commission Regular Meeting Minutes of November 8, 2018
5. Chairperson Report:
6. Liaison Reports:
A. Village Board Update
B. Staff Update
C. Chamber of Commerce Update
7. Central Business District:
8. New Business:
A. Presentation by Eric Wagner of Visit Oak Park on their new branding and marketing efforts for 2019 and
potential partnership opportunities.
B. Discussion and recommendations to Staff on Marketing Plan for 2019
9. Old Business:
A. Continued discussion on the Commission’s priorities and focus for 2019
10. Informational Items:
A. Downtown Idea Exchange
11. Adjournment:
cc: Village Manager Jessica Frances, Village Trustee Elizabeth Peters, Landmark and Website

VILLAGE OF RIVERSIDE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
Thursday, November 8, 2018
Riverside Township Hall, Room 30
MEETING MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by CHAIRPERSON HERBST at 7:03 p.m.
2. ROLL CALL
Present:

CHAIRPERSON KRISTINE HERBST
COMMISSIONER BRIAN PLAIN
COMMISSIONER ALEX GALLEGOS
COMMISSIONER JACK BUOSCIO
COMMISSIONER SUZANNE KAHLE (arrived late)

Absent:

COMMISSIONER WENDY JISA-DOCKTER

Also Present:

Community Development Director Sonya Abt
Community Development Analyst Sara Phyfer
Kathleen Paganis, Salon Elia

3. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS stated the minutes needed to be corrected to clarify the
wording for Centennial Park mock wedding. COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS moved,
seconded by COMMISSIONER BUOSCIO, to approve the minutes of the September 13,
2018 Regular Meeting of the Economic Development Commission with the corrections
discussed. Voice Vote. All ayes. Motion passed.
5. CHAIRPERSON REPORT
CHAIRPERSON HERBST announced COMMISSIONERS PLUMMER and DOCKTER-JISA
resigned and that the Village has sent E-flashes announcing commission vacancies.
CHAIRPERSON HERBST and COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS attended a brainstorming
meeting headed by the Landscape Advisory Commission and Olmsted Society for the
150th Anniversary of Riverside’s General Plan. The committee plans to coordinate with
events such as RAW to add a 150 theme, as well as with Visit Oak Park and the schools.
She also stated the Village Board of Trustees agreed to continue moving forward with
researching and gaining interest from the community in the facilities analysis.
6. LIAISON REPORT
A. Village Board Update
None.
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B. Staff Update
Analyst Phyfer stated that she, Joe Doria of Riverside TV, and COMMISSIONER
BUOSCIO met with Kristen Phelan-Swiderski of 34 East Lounge to plan the last
business promotional video, which is slated to be completed before the end of the
year. CHAIRPERSON HERBST noted Mollie’s was slated to be next for the videos,
however attempts to get in contact with the owner were unsuccessful. Analyst Phyfer
stated that Illinois Made is working on a video for Quincy Street Distillery for their
Illinois Made series. She also advised that Staff will be doing a boosted Facebook post
for the Holiday Stroll. The Village is working with resident Mike Gustafson to collect
drone footage, which he has agreed to donate for our use on the website and for
marketing. The Village has had some inquiries into the former PNC Bank building, but
there is no buyer yet. A new counseling clinic will be going into the former Brannick
Clinic on Harlem; a new Raymond James will be going into the space next to Riverside
Restaurant; and a salon relocating from Berwyn will be going into the space next to
Vault Escape. The Special Use for the daycare in the Shining Smiles strip mall will be
before the Board next week, as well as the zoning text amendments regarding vacation
rentals.
C. Chamber of Commerce Update
COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS stated the next Chamber meeting is November 14 at 34
East Lounge; topics include finalizing Holiday Stroll plans and discussing 150th
Anniversary ideas. He advised that the RiverFest event is not profitable and the
Chamber will not continue it next year.
7. CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT REPORT
A. Façade Improvement Grant Application review and recommendation to Staff: 39
E Quincy (Quincy Street Distillery) for replacement of main garage door with
insulated glass garage door. (Item heard out of order after item 7B)
The Commission discussed the proposal. COMMISSIONER KAHLE asked if the
rendering of the door in the packet was what would be installed or if it would be more
in context with the architecture. Director Abt stated this would be the door that is
installed. COMMISSION BUOSCIO asked whether the remaining funds could still be
utilized by others. Director Abt stated any project would have to be completed by the
end of the year and remaining funds would not roll over to next year. Per the EDC’s
recommendation, the proposed $5,000 for next year will be allocated to marketing
instead. COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS motioned to approve the application, seconded
by COMMISSIONER PLAIN. Voice vote. All ayes. Motion passed.
B. Façade Improvement Grant Application review and recommendation to Staff: 5
Longcommon (Salon Elia) for removal of nonconforming box sign and
installation of new awning with edge lettering.
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Analyst Phyfer summarized the proposal for the Commission. COMMISSIONER
GALLEGOS motioned to approve the application, seconded by COMMISSIONER PLAIN.
Voice vote. All ayes. Motion passed.
8. OLD BUSINESS: None.
9. NEW BUSINESS
A. Discussion on the Commission’s priorities and focus for 2019
CHAIRPERSON HERBST reiterated some of the priorities already mentioned: 150
Anniversary, $5,000 marketing budget, research for the facilities analysis. She asked
the Commission what other priorities they wanted to focus on. COMMISSIONER
BUOSCIO suggested social media posts be coordinated with other Riverside pages and
that the Get Off the Grid branding be tied in with 150th Anniversary marketing.
COMMISSIONER KAHLE agreed and stated they should use the same logo for
consistency. CHAIRPERSON HERBST asked about lighting up the Water Tower.
Director Abt stated the Parks & Recreation department is in charge of that and
generally only light it for very specific Village events, and that she would have to look
into the cost of creating a “150” die cast. The Commissioners discussed the idea of
having a hashtag for the event as well.
Director Abt asked about offering a Branding 101 event in coordination with the
Chamber. CHAIRPERSON HERBST stated she and COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS would
ask again because there will be new Chamber officers next year. COMMISSIONER
PLAIN suggested we survey the 70ish Chamber members and see what they would
want in a program rather than making an assumption.
Analyst Phyfer stated Eric Wagner of Visit Oak Park will attend the January meeting
and could provide some ideas for marketing.
10. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
The Commission discussed the facilities evaluation and space needs analysis, and
Director Abt stated Riverside TV is gathering footage to give a comprehensive look at
the deficiencies of the Village’s facilities. It will not be on the April referendum.
Articles from the Downtown Idea Exchange were provided to the Commission.
11. ADJOURNMENT
COMMISSIONER GALLEGOS motioned to adjourn the meeting. COMMISSIONER KAHLE
seconded the motion. Voice vote. All ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.

